(575)
To the number of the Letter of the Alphabet the word begins
with, add 7. ,
Example, Eearisthe word for 0&sber, and Fthe fixth Letter:
Wherefore the Sun enters into the 825 Sign, to wit, Scorpis, on
the 13¢5 of Olfober.

An Account of {fome Books.
1. PETRI LAMBECII LIB. PRIMUIS PRODROMI
HISTORI.£ LITERARILA, &Ci ——

~He Author of this Book is now the Hifforiegrapher and L:-
brary-keeper to the Emperour. He publi(h’d chis Volume
fome few years ago at Hamburgh, the place of his Birth, (whence
an Exemplar was but lately lent to the Pablifber.) He was exci-
ted to this Work by the complaint made by the illuftrious-Lord
Perulam , ( Lib. 2. cap. 4. de Augm, Scientisrum) of the want of a
compleat Hiffory of Learnizg, that might give a farssfacitory Ac-
count of the Rile, Progrels, Tran{migrations, Interruptions,
Declinations,and Reftaurations of all kind of Learning,Sciences,
Arts, and Inventions; together with the occafion of Inventions
through.al Arts ; the method of teaching,and the manner of im-
proving and advancing them: Adding the various Se#s,and the
moft famous Controverfies among tlie Learned 5 the Enconrage-
wents they received 5 the chief #rizings they compoled; their
Schools', Academies , Societies, Colledges, Succeffions, Orders, and
‘whatever belongs to the ffaze of Learning.
This grand Defideratum our Author undertakes to {upply the
World with, and in order thereunto, hath given us the firf#

Book of the Prodromms of this Hiftory, and with it the fonr firft

Chapters of the Second Book, together with an Appendix, contai-
ning a Swmimary of the chief Perfons and Things he intends more
fully and accurately to treat of in' the remaining 32 Chapters,
defigned for the fame fesond Book : ‘To which, he fubjoins two
T ables-of Vzsver(al Chronography,in the firlt whereof he exhibits
the fucceflion of all Ages from the Creation of the World to
thebeginning of the common Chriffian Account 5 in theother,a
Continuation of them from the beginning of the faid Account
untothis prefent Age : In which Tables he gives a general Zdea of
the Gonnexien of all Ages, as they are computed in refpect of the
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Vulgar Chriffian account, either by aftending to the Creation.of
the World, or by defcending toour Age: He alfo for the fake of
this Work acquajnts the Reader, that he betook himfelf to the
Explication and Caftigation of the Biblistheca Chronologica Claf-
ficornm < authorums  J OHANNIS JACOBI FRISII
Tigurini; fubftituting, « be affirms, a true Calculation in the
place of the falle one; reducingthe Authors, thergenumprated,
to the true time of their Age,diftinguifhing what is fuppofiti-
tious from genuine,and adding many things that were unhappi-
lIyomitted.  Which done, ke faith; he proceeded from this 1{@-
count of the Succeffion of the illuftrious Writers, to the Hiftory
of the Origin, Increafe, Natare, and Conflitution of all Profeffions,
Sciences, and Arts, chufing the Eight Books of POLYD ORE
VIRGIL de rerum Inventoribusy and 'DIOGENES L A-
ERTIUS, De Vitss, ¢p Dogmatibus veteris Gracie Pbiloﬁ;p/mmm 5
as allo, the Eéght Books of FOHANNES ILIDDEN-
DORPIZS Dt Celebyibus Mniverfi Orbis A C A D E-
MITS.

He excufeth him(elf for having made no further progrefs in
this defirable Work, alledging the difficulty and trouble of
the Undereaking, the unavoidable interruptions he hath met
with, and the narrownefs of a private Man’s fortunetocarry on
{o chargeable an. Attempt; requiring a Royal encouragement
and affiftance.

1L THOM_£ CORNELII Confentini PROGYMNASMATA
PHY SICA. ‘

This Author, a Fried to the Carzefian Philofophiy;entertaims
the Curious in this Book with levén Exércitations, viz,
1..De Ratione Philofiphandi : Where in the genuine Students of
Natural Philofophy he firff requires the ftudy of Aathematicks,
to accuftom their Minds to 2 fixed Atténtian, and to {tYict Rea-.
foning 5 and #exz direéts themto ftudy Nature it felf, andto 13-
bour after a true Hiftory of Nature : recommending /aff/y and.
particularly the ufe of Chymifiry, as an excellent keytb opeh hex
Treafures, and the {tudy of Aeckanical Principles, as-nearly alt-
lied to thofe of Nature,
2; De.



(577)

2. D¢ Rerum Naturalium Initiss : Where he mentions the fe-
veral Hypothefes and Principles of Philofophers, and approves of
the Cartefian, efteeming, that none ever locked {o like truth, as
thofe; though he thinks them defe@ive in‘this, that how well
foever they fhew the produétion of things out of Aastter vari-
oufly modified, yet they feem not to have fufficiently accounted
for the efficient power thereof.

« De Univerfitate : Where he feems to be in a Maze, and
thinks, That the Structure of the Univerfe hath not been under-
ftood hitherto, nor will eafily be hereafter.

. De Sole: Which Lsminary he is inclin'd to believe tobe a
kind of flaming Fire, appearing in a Telefeope, like a Caldron full
of boyling Metal’; where allo he difcourfes of the nature of Lighs,
Heat, and Flame 5 and affirms Light (as other fenfible Qualities)
to be not in the Objeé¥ but the- Semtient 5 as Pain is not in the
Sword, but in the 4#imal wounded by the Sword.

5. De Geweratione Hominis : Where, diftinguilhing between
Génitura and Semen, and making the former to be that fubftance,
which either Sex furnifhes to the Fetus, and the latzer, the Con-
crete of both Parents, He is of opinion, that that which he calls
Geuitura, confifts of two things. »7d. a Craffe liguor, manifeft to
fenfe; and of a very (ubtil and refined’ fubftance, containing
all "the virtue of Generation, and lodged in the formes as its re-
ceptacle : Which having eftablifh’d, he affirms, that.groffer part
of the Geniture not to be Blood elaborated, but a Juice, fecre-
‘ted from the Blood, and being ftrained through the Corpus vari-
cofurm or plexus pampiniformis (wherein the feminal drreries are
by innumerable 4zaffomofes fo combined and interwoven with
Veins, that very hardly any naked eye can difcern a Vein from an
Artery) it pafleth into peculiar fit Vellels, and is of a colour like
that of the White.of anEgg. As to the Formation of the Fatus,
hie efteems That, before the appearance of any Blood, or the fra-
ming of any Member, there arc form’d a]l the Lineaments of the
Animal to come, though indilcernibly 5 which he endeavours to
make out very particularly, interweaving fome Animadverfions
on Authors of differing fentiments, and mentioning {everal not
unpliilofophical Hints.

6. De Nutricatione : Here the Avthor oblerves fome things in
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the Struitare of the Stomach, which he thinks highly confide-
rable for the underftanding of the action and ufe of this 77ftm,and
hitherto not taken notice of by others that he knows, Thenhe
teacheth, that the Food is not digefted in the Stomach by Hear,
nor by acid diffolving Fuices only, but that many Caules con-
curring to that digeltion, the Aliment i there fermented both
by the warmth of the Stomach it felf, and of the neighbouring
parts,but efpecially by the acrimonious fteams that pafs through
the Gaflrick and Splenick Arteries into the Stomach, which ad-
vances alfo its Concoction by its comprefling and relaxing mo-
tions, 2nd is aflilted by an apt Liquor, bedewing, diflolving,and
diluiing the Meat, and [o converting it into a Pulle or Cream.
like fubltance. Next, he teacheth, that the Chyle pafleth not
through the milky Veins (fo called by 4feflius) to the Liver,
nor 4l of it through the Channel of Pecquet to the Heart, but a
great part of it through the common Veins of the Stomach and
the Melentery, to the Liver, Nor will he admirt, that the Sax-
guification is performed in anyoze part of the Animal, as the pe-
culiar Shop or Elaboratory-of ir, whether Liver, Heart, Spleen,
. Nor that the parts are increaled and nourifhed by the red
part of the Blood 5 but that, as to the former action, it is done
by the means of a Liquor, and by hot {teams, giving the red co-
lour to the Chyle, as Chymiffs ufe to change white Juices into red,
by the affufion of 0s4 of sulphar, or thé like Liquors; that red-
nels being much advanced by the motion and agitation of the
blood in the Veins and Arteries. But as to the lazter, vid, the
Nutrition, it is performed by that whitifh Juite, which is mixed
with the Blood, and feparated from it by the ftraining Glandules
of the Body.

To thele particulars he adds feveral not unconfiderable re-
marks touching the Gall, Spleen, Lymphatick Vefels, &, Obferx-
ving alfo, that the whole kind of Birdsisdeftituce of milky Vef-
fels; and occafionally taking notice, that #orms are bred in al-
mott all the parts of Animal Bodies 3 of which he alledges very
odd Obfervations and Hiftories.

7. De Vita: This he affirms to confift in the continued mo-
tion of the Blood, depending from that of theHeart s yet fo,
that this latter proceeds not from the Aeaz of the Blood (as Des
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Cartes would have it) but the moift fteams and expirations of
the Heart.

As for Refpiration, he thinks it a vain opinion,that thereby the
heat of the Blood is temper’d and allay’d ; but affirms, thatit is
therefore ‘neceflary, becaule that the Blood, which out of the
right Ventricle of the Hearr is propelled into the Lungs, in fuch
Aritmals, as are furni(b’d with them,cannot pafs into the Zef? ,un-
Jefs the Air, breathed in, do (well and diftend the (mall branches
of the Windpipe 5 - it being from thence, that the ramifications
of the Arrerial Vein, through which the blood muft pafs, are
comprefs’d, and the blood thercin incloled is protruded into the
branches of the venal Artery : For the proof of which, he al-
ledges divers Obfervations. Adding withall, that fince Animals,
whilft they are.in the Womb, relpire not, there being peculiar
duétus’s, by which the blood pafleth into the Aorza, without pal-
fing through the Lungs,as it always doth in Animals déftitute of
Lungs; he doubts not,but that with art and care thofe Channels
may be preferved unabolitht, and made to grow and to be per-
fected with the other parts of the Animal, fo that grown men
may, be brought to live the life of 4mphibions Creatures. Nor
doth he think this very difficult, inregard, thatif their mouths
and nofes were from their veryinfancy often ftopt every day,and
their breath {0 long intercepted,whillt the blood paffeth through
thofe: Ductus’s into the left Venrricle of the Heart and the great
Artery, the faid paflages would never be dried up: To confirm
the poffibility. whereof, he alledges Examples of divers, who
from their Childhood being given to wimming and diving and
(o to the holding of their breath, did thereby fo preferve thofe
Channels from-being dried up, that upon occafion they could
ftay a great while.under water, as dmphibinms ufe todo.

LES ESSAYS PHYSIQWES du Sienr DE LAUNAY,
Liv, premier. .

T His Learned Man having propoled to himfelf to go through
L the whole Bedy of Natural Philofophy, by the way of Effays,
divides that Syffem into three Partss whereof

The Firft being General, is to treat of what is common to 4/
Bodies,
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Bodies, both Superionr and Iaferionr 5 and is divided again into
fix Books, whereof the fir/? confiders the Univerfe in general ; the
fecond is to dilcourle of Plece, Vacuum, and Time, things as ge-
neral as the #world ;. the third, of the material Principlesof all
Bodies ; the fowrth, of their efficiens Caule; the fifzh, of their
natural Qualities s and the fixth,of 2tstion, Generation, and Cor-
ruption of Bedies inanimate and animate.

The fecond pare is to examine the Celeffial Bodies, The third
{hall treat of the Terreffrial, viz, the Elements, Meteors, Mine-
rals, Plants, Brutes, Men. , _

Of this Work is now printed the firff Book of the firff Part,
confilting of five Diflertations.

The firft is about the preliminary Queltions of Phyfiology.
The fecond inquireth whether the Univerfe is compounded of ma-
ny Worlds. The.zhird is of theSyftem of the World, its #az-
nitude, and Figure. Thefourth examins, whether the World be
animated ¢ Thefif2h, whether it hath been or could be from Eter-
nity® The fixth is concerning the End of the World,

1V. FRANCISCI DY LAXRENS SPECIMINA MATHE-
LIATICA , dwbus Libris comprehenfa,

Horum Prior, SYNTHETICUS, 4giz ds Genuinis Matheleos
Principiis in generes in (pecie antem de Veris Geometriz Elenientis
kucnfqne nondym traditis. ) _

Pofterior, ANALYTICUS, de 2ethods Compofitionis atque
Refolutionis fufé differit,; & multa nova compleiitur, qne [ubtilffi-
mam Analyleos Artem mirum in modum promovent,

ERRATA, forgot to be corrected fooner:

IN N°28. Pag.521. lin. 22, 23. r. She took dog (even before the wound was heal'd up) was
with puppy.  Pe $25. 1. 8. 1. Anfwers that foall. ibid. 1. 20. r. Mineral Queries, p.§32.
L 18.deleviz.  D.539.L 2. roimpelled arthe Nofe. ibid. L 15.1. Grand poyfon.

In N°29. p.541. L18. r. Anintimation. P.§44. L. 1. fromrbe Indexes. -ibid. 1, 22,
deleand s, p.545. L 21,1, breatbour. - p. 548. 1 18, r. with wind or.

In the s4vor,

Printed by T. V. for John Martyn, Printer to the Royal Society, and
are to be {old at the Bel a little without Temple-Bar, 1667.



